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Greetings from the GPO President
Provincial Elections. It’s that 4-year cycle that drives the timing of much 
of our political world. After all the debriefs, hindsight analysis and 
contemplation, what are we to make of our 2022 campaign?

We met our goal of re-electing the Leader; Mike Schreiner dominated with 
54% of the vote. We didn’t meet our goal of electing one or two additional 
MPP’s even if we did come very close in Parry-Sound Muskoka with 40% 
of the vote for Matt Richter. We were also gunning for three ridings to 
break the 15% barrier but only Dianne Saxe’s riding of University-Rosedale 
attained that with 16% of the vote. We were targeting eight ridings to 
break the 10% barrier and five of them made it:

• Abhijeet Manay, Beaches-East York, 10.22%
• Laura Campbell, Dufferin Caledon, 14.13%
• Wayne Mak, Kitchener Centre, 12.79%
• David Weber, Kitchener South-Hespeler, 11.17%
• Ryan Kahro, Wellington Halton Hills, 14.15%

On other fronts we met our candidate diversity goals. We increased our 
share of the popular vote from 4.6% to 6%. We were the only party to 
increase our absolute votes which has positive consequences for per vote 
funding. We ran our biggest campaign ever in terms of volunteers, staff, 
earned media, paid advertising and fundraising. By more than a few non-
partisan media commentators our Leader won the debates. Our platform 
was practical, innovative and roundly praised.
 
Do we need to shake things up because those results are not good enough 
or do we only tweak because we are on the right track? Why can’t we get 
that green wave going?

The 2022 campaign was much about keeping the status quo. There were 
no waves of any sort other than perhaps a wave of voter apathy. No GPO 
campaign strategy or tactics could have changed that. Arguably, our 
results were relatively better than all the other parties except the PC’s.
 
In my view our accomplishment was that we once again took another big 
step towards increasing our credibility as a political party. Without waves 
all we can do is to slowly erode the hurdles in front of us bit by bit. Our 
increased credibility and organizational capacity will put us in a position to 
benefit in a future campaign that does call for substantial change. Our 2022 
campaign has put Ontario Greens in a much better position to respond to 
a green wave or ripple down the road or even help to create one.

Best,

Ard Van Leeuwen
President, Green Party of Ontario



Welcome message from the Leader of the GPO
I am so delighted by the prospect of seeing you all together and in person after having spent 
so much time apart over the past two years. Technology is amazing and it has certainly helped 
us through a difficult time, but images on a computer screen are no substitute for the warmth 
and camaraderie of a room full of Ontario Greens.

I would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional territory of many nations 
including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee 
and the Wendat peoples and that this region is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis peoples.

I am looking forward to an exciting and productive two days of presentations, policy discussion 
and workshops. I expect much of the discussion will be about this year’s provincial election – 
the campaign, the result, and what it all means for the future of our party. Your participation 
and vision for the future will be vital to growing our movement. 

I’ll have more to say about this in my keynote address to the convention, but for now I just want 
to say that I am immensely proud of our candidates, of our amazing campaign teams and of 
the positive and respectful campaign we conducted. 

We can all take pride in the fact that in an election where voters stayed home in historic 
numbers, Ontario Greens were the only party to increase our total vote. Yes, it was disappointing 
for Matt Richter and his team to come so close and not win in 
Parry Sound-Muskoka But let’s remember that they more than 
doubled their vote share in a traditional Conservative riding, 
and in doing so built the launchpad for a breakthrough in 2026.

In my years as leader of the Ontario Greens, I have never been 
more convinced that our voice is important, that our message 
is being heard and that Ontarians are increasingly receptive to 
the Green way of doing politics. As Doug Ford’s anti-climate, 
pro-sprawl, develop-at-all-costs government barrels forward 
into its second term, I’ll be there calling out their misguided 
priorities and presenting the Green vision for a better Ontario. 
A stronger, more caring province of connected communities, 
where people come before profits and where there is decisive 
action to tackle the intersecting climate, housing and healthcare 
crises.

Thank you for your continuing support as we undertake this 
important work together. I look forward to meeting you during 
the convention.

Mike Schreiner
Leader, Green Party of Ontario
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AGENDA

Friday, October 28th

Registration Opens3:00 pm

Tour of Queen’s Park 4:00 pm

Caucus meetings
a. Francophone caucus - Michelle Petersen, Candidate, Orleans
b. Women’s caucus - Maureen Balsillie, Campaign Manager, Parry 

Sound-Muskoka
c. Youth caucus - Carolina Rodriguez, Candidate, Newmarket-Aurora

5:15 pm
to 5:45pm

6:10 pm

Break7:10 pm

Municipal Candidates Panel
Matt Rodrigues, Waterloo Region Councillor candidate
Kris Rivard, West Nipissing Town Councillor candidate 
Chemi Lhamo, Toronto City Council candidate in Parkdale-High Park

Volunteer Awards8:15 pm

8:45 pm

Drinks & Networking
Cash Bar

9:30 pm

Provincial Candidates Panel
Matt Richter, candidate, Parry Sound-Muskoka
Laura Campbell, candidate, Dufferin-Caledon 
Carla Johnson, Cambridge, candidate

Voting for Provincial Executive Election

5:15 pm - 7:00 pmFriday

9:00 am - 11:30 amSaturday

Welcome, introductions & what to expect6:00 pm

Ice Breaker Game
Sean Manners, President, Beaches-East York Riding Association

6:45 pm

Dinner7:30 pm
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Breakfast7:30 am

Saturday, October 29th

Welcome & Greetings

President’s Address
Ard Van Leeuwen, GPO President

8:30 am

8:50 am

11:30 am Leader’s Address (LIVE)
Mike Schreiner, GPO Leader

1:20 pm Keynote: Getting from Zero to 600
Jackie DaSilva, GPO Director of Mobilizing

5:00 pm PE Election Results & Closing Remarks

2:30 pm Plenary
This is where we consider and vote on constitutional, 
policy and directive resolutions.

10:40 am BREAKOUTS (details on page 8)

Break11:15 am

1:00 pm Keynote: 2026 Starts Now!
Dave Meslin, Community Organizer

Lunch12:00 pm

CFO report
Mike Bumby, GPO CFO

9:00 am

Campaign Report
Becky Smit, GPO Campaign Chair

9:15 am

4 Year Strategic Plan:  
Moving into the next election cycle
Jaymini Bhikha, GPO Executive Director

9:30 am

1:45 pm BREAKOUTS (details on page 9)
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION: TIPS AND TECHNIQUES
By CultureAlly, a diversity, equity, and inclusion organization
What are microaggressions? How can you respond when you witness one? Build your tool 
kit and learn some bystander intervention strategies.

BUILDING YOUR LOCAL MEDIA PRESENCE
By Darren Elias, Communications Specialist
How do you get your stories into the news cycle? Make your policy content locally relevant 
and digestable? Develop media relations that will help you right through to the 2026 
election?

SECRETS TO ATTRACTING YOUNG VOLUNTEERS TO YOUR CAMPAIGN
By Daniella Mikanovsky, Field Manager, University Rosedale 2022 Campaign
Do you want to see more youth participating in your riding? Tips on involving and retaining 
young people from someone who has done it!

PLAN YOUR WEEKEND
What to expect at the breakout sessions 

SATURDAY — 10:40 AM

STORIES FROM PARRY SOUND - MUSKOKA
By Maureen Balsillie, Campaign Manager, & Linda Mathers, Volunteer Co-ordinator, PSM 
2022 Campaign
Growing a green riding from the bottom up. What it really takes from building your base 
to election season ramp-up!

SCOTT B

SCOTT A

ROSSETTI A

CARLYLE

TACKLING THE HOUSING CRISIS
By Jackie DaSilva, GPO Director of Mobilizing
Resource people: Sam Bird, GPO Policy Director and Alena Parkinson, More Neighbours, 
Mark Richardson, HousingNowTO
What are the roadblocks and the solutions to getting housing built? What are your ideas 
to translate GPO housing policy into a new neighbourhood campaign? Let’s hit this one 
out of the ball park!

ROSSETTI C/B
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GENERATING LOCAL DEMOCRACY
By Dave Meslin, Community Organizer
The Grey Highlands Municipal League’s goal is to increase voter turnout by 50%. They are 
engaging more candidates and attracting people who usually aren’t involved. Find out 
how they are making it both successful and fun!

BUILDING THE BANK: FUNDRAISING THAT WORKS
By Rob Ramage, Campaign Manager, University Rosedale 2022 Campaign
What’s the secret to fundraising? Spoiler alert: it’s not rocket science! Hear what it took to 
raise $200,000 in University Rosedale and what you can do to get off to a good start during 
this fall’s fundraising season.

SATURDAY — 1:45 PM

THE LOCAL SOCIAL MEDIA ADVANTAGE: NUTS N BOLTS
By Jess Tan, GPO Digital Communications Specialist
It’s time to get digital! Learn how to grow your online presence and how to create an 
engaged and meaningful relationship with your audience.

CARLYLE

ROSSETTI A

SCOTT A

ONTARIO’S ENERGY FUTURE
Host: Becky Smit, 2022 Campaign Chair
Speaker: Mike Schreiner, GPO Leader
Getting from here to there! With the climate crisis barreling down on us, what is the GPO 
vision for provincial electricity. A Q&A with Mike Schreiner!

ROSSETTI C/B
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GPO CODE OF CONDUCT 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE GREEN PARTY OF ONTARIO SHALL:

1. Strive to demonstrate the 6 values/principles of the Global Greens Charter in all aspects of 
Party participation. 

2. Engage voters and other members with respect and professionalism. 

3. Be aware of and understand the Party’s Safe Spaces policies and bylaws, and strive to ensure 
Safe Spaces within all working and/or volunteer relationships within the Party. 

4. Report any incidents or behaviour that may contribute to a toxic or unsafe environment in 
the Party.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE GREEN PARTY OF ONTARIO SHALL NOT:

1. Engage in nor condone toxic behaviour, including but not limited to factionalism, 
harassment, bullying, defamation, stalking, and/or sexual misconduct. 

2. Discriminate against a group protected under the Ontario Human Rights Code. 

3. Engage in coercion, blackmail, bribery, or intimidation. 

4. Engage in acts which could result in criminal or civil actions against the party. 

5. Intentionally or negligently expose or cause to be exposed, the personal information of any 
voter or other member. 

6. Hold membership in any other provincial political party. 

7. Work for the election of any person not representing the Green Party of Ontario to the 
Ontario Legislature. This applies to both paid and volunteer labour. 

8. Willfully misrepresent the policies, values, or positions of the Green Party of Ontario. 

9. Use the Party, or any of its resources, for personal and/or professional gain. This does not 
include the election to an office in which the member will represent the Green Party of 
Ontario. 

10.  Retaliate against any member participating in an investigation or disciplinary.

ADDITIONALLY, OFFICEHOLDERS: 

1. Shall act in the best interests of the Party. 

2. Must declare and recuse themselves from any potential conflicts of interest, including 
but not limited to governance decisions, financial transactions and/or financial decisions 
regarding family, friends, business contacts and/or persons with whom they hold intimate 
relationships. 

3. Shall not lie, either directly or by omission, during any deliberation, debate, vote, or other 
decision-making process.
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GPO CODE OF CONDUCT AT EVENTS
PURPOSE

(1.0) The purpose of this Bylaw is to ensure all participants at Party-affiliated functions have an 
opportunity to participate fully without being hindered in or prevented from doing so by any 
Ontario Human Rights Commission (OHRC) prohibited grounds for discrimination, and to be free 
from harassment and intimidation.

(1.1) OHRC prohibited grounds for discrimination are citizenship, race, place of origin, ethnic 
origin, colour, ancestry, disability, age, creed, sex / pregnancy, gender identity, gender expression, 
family status, marital status, sexual orientation, receipt of public assistance, and record of offence.

PROHIBITED GROUNDS OF DISCRIMINATION OR HARASSMENT

(2.0). All participants at a Party-affiliated function will not engage in any behaviour that will 
undermine or attack the goals and purposes of the GPO including, but not limited to:
a. Using offensive language or behaviour;

b. Making denigrating comments on the basis of OHRC prohibited grounds;

c. Harassing, threatening, assaulting or intimidating other participants; or

d. Damaging or destroying any property that does not belong to them.

COMPLAINTS AND EQUITY OFFICER

(3.0) All centrally organized GPO events or meetings with more than 20 people in attendance shall 
appoint an Equity Officer (EO) to investigate any complaints, including those under 2.0.

(3.1) The meeting organizer(s) shall outline the procedure for investigating and resolving 
complaints made to the EO prior to the meeting.

(3.2) All procedures for investigating and resolving complaints must include the following:

a. a process for making anonymous complaints;
b. a process for the accused person or persons to make a written statement responding to any 

allegation made against them;
c. a process for determining whether any provision within 2.0 has been violated;
d. a process for determining the appropriate resolution in the event of a violation of 2.0; 
e. a process for informing all affected parties; and
f. a process for determining whether the complaint should be reviewed further by the GPO.

(3.3) The procedure for investigating and resolving complaints must be publicized prior to the 
event.

(3.4) The GPO shall provide assistance for the investigation and resolution of complaints.

(3.5) The duties of the EO include, but are not limited to:

a. Being visible and available for the duration of the meeting, including attendance at affiliated 
social events;

b. Acting in a responsible manner and being prepared to deal with any eventuality at all times;
c. Investigating all complaints; and
d. Issuing a report to the Ombuds Committee if required following the event.
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PROCEDURE FOR REVIEW ON REQUEST OF THE COMPLAINTS AND EQUITY 
OFFICER

(4.0) A GPO member, having had their complaint investigated, may request that the complaint 
be reviewed by the GPO Ombuds Committee.

(4.1) All requests for review by the GPO Ombuds Committee must include a written report 
detailing the investigation by the Complaints and Equity Officer.

(4.2) The GPO Ombuds Committee may make recommendations to the Provincial Executive 
based on the evidence reviewed in accordance with the process outlined in Bylaw K: Membership.

DEFINITIONS

(5.0) Harassment is a form of discrimination. It involves any unwanted physical or verbal behaviour 
that offends or humiliates. Generally, harassment is a behaviour that persists over time. Serious 
one-time incidents can also sometimes be considered harassment.

(5.1) Participant is defined as any person in attendance for any portion of an affiliated event.
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INTRODUCTION TO GPO CONVENTIONS
Plenary and Voting
WHAT IS PLENARY?
Plenary is the part of the convention that is attended by all participants (as opposed to the other 
breakout sessions throughout the weekend). In the GPO, we use the term plenary to refer to the parts 
of our convention where we consider and vote on constitutional, policy and directive resolutions.
 
WHAT ARE RESOLUTIONS?
During the conference, we will consider 3 types of resolutions that set a particular direction for the 
GPO:

• Policy resolutions that set a position for the GPO on a specific issue, ie The GPO 
supports Trees and Birds.

• Constitutional resolutions that modify our constitution, and

• Directive resolutions that request a particular course of action for operations of 
the party.

WHAT ORDER WILL WE REVIEW RESOLUTIONS?
We’ll look at constitutional , policy and directive resolutions, in that order. 

The policy resolutions will be ranked by convention delegates prior to Plenary on Saturday. 

WHEN DO WE VOTE?
We will vote on resolutions during Plenary on Saturday. 

HOW DO WE VOTE?
We use a voting method called the Bonser Method to consider resolutions. For our general 
convention process, or where the Bonser Method is silent, we use Robert’s Rules of Order.

Here is a brief introduction to the Bonser Method of voting. More information is available in the 
Bylaw F of the GPO constitution. If there is a discrepancy between these instructions and the bylaw, 
the bylaw is the authority.

1. Presentation
The sponsor of the resolutions or a designate presents the resolution and explains its merits for a 
maximum of 2 minutes.

2. Questions of clarification
Delegates (that’s you!) can ask up to a total of 3 short questions of clarification of 30 seconds 
maximum (3 total per resolution, not per delegate). This is not a presentation of arguments for or 
against the resolution, rather an explanation of a point that may not be clear. 

At this point, only minor wording changes (‘friendly amendments’) that clarify the resolution in 
response to the questions asked shall be allowed - no opinions, amendments, or speaking to the 
content of the resolution.
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3. Debate
Delegates can next speak in favour or in opposition to a resolution: up to 2 people with supporting 
arguments, and 2 people with opposing arguments.  Maximum 30 seconds per person.

Two microphones will be set up on the plenary floor for this purpose (a “pro” mic and a “con” mic). 
If there are more than 2 people at a mic, it’s good to consult with each other to ensure the best 
arguments are put forward. The plenary chairs may extend the debate for up to 5 minutes.

4. Vote
Once debate has been closed, the chairs will then move to a vote. To vote for the motion, show your 
voting card:

a. Green to support the resolution

b. Red to oppose the resolution

c. Yellow to send the resolution to workshop. This means that you could support the motion, 
given changes that would be suggested during a breakout workshop

Note: some delegates may carry proxy votes on behalf of members who aren’t able to be present 
at the meeting.

The motion passes if more than 60% of the votes cast are green, and is defeated if more than 60% of 
the votes cast are red. Any other outcome means the resolution will be sent to a workshop session 
for possible amendment.

You do not have to vote on every resolution.

5. Workshops
At an appropriate time in the agenda, generally after 3 resolutions are voted to go to workshop, the 
chair calls a breakout workshop session. In each workshop, a resolution is discussed and amended, 
and recommendations to the assembly may also be prepared.

You can choose whichever workshop is of most interest to you.

At the workshop, the resolution is debated in more detail, and amendments are proposed to address 
any concerns raised. Final wording of the resolution is brought back to the plenary for a final vote.

6. Final Vote
At the close of the workshops, plenary resumes and the updated resolution is provided for 
consideration. The workshop leader is given time to explain the reasons behind the changes (if any). 
3 questions of clarification are permitted. Friendly amendments (wording changes that don’t affect 
the meaning of the resolution) are allowed, but there is no further debate on the resolution.

A second vote on the resolution is held. In this final vote, only votes in favour (green) or opposed 
(red) are permitted. If 60% of the cards displayed are green, the resolution passes. The resolution is 
defeated with any other outcome.
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GUIDELINES FOR PLENARY
It is extremely important to attend plenary sessions on time: each year, several resolutions are not 
considered because time runs out. You can help ensure that we get through all resolutions submitted 
this year by arriving to plenary on time. 

We use rules of order to make sure our convention runs smoothly, fairly, and on time. With 
cooperation and agreement from delegates in plenary, we may from time to time turn from formal 
process to achieve these objectives. We look forward to your active participation. We also ask that 
you remember to be respectful of others at all times. Participatory democracy always demands polite 
discourse.  

TERMS YOU MAY HEAR (OR USE!) DURING PLENARY
Please remember to direct your questions or points to the plenary chair(s).

Point of Privilege
Used if a delegate has an issue relating to noise, personal comfort (ie it’s too hot!) etc.  Please 
interrupt proceedings only if necessary.

Point of Information
Generally, applies to information desired from the speaker: “I should like to ask the (speaker) a 
question.” 

Point of Order
Raises an issue relating to an infraction of the rules, or improper decorum in speaking. Must be 
raised immediately after the error is made.

Main Motion
Brings new business (the next item on the agenda) before the assembly. 

Divide the Question
Divides a motion into two or more separate motions (must be able to stand on their own).

Amend
Inserting or striking out words or paragraphs, or substituting whole paragraphs or resolutions.

Withdraw/Modify Motion
Applies only after question is stated; mover can accept an amendment without obtaining the floor.

Extend Debate
Applies only to the immediately pending question; extends until a certain time or for a certain period 
of time.

Limit Debate
Closing debate at a certain time, or limiting to a certain period of time. A member may do this by 
‘calling the question’.



INDEX
Constitutional Resolutions

Amendment to By-Law 4.2.2: 
Expanding Eligibility for Free 
Memberships

AGM22C01 p. 17
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AGM22C01
Amendment to By-Law 4.2.2: Expanding Eligibility for Free 
Memberships
Submitted by: Gabriel Blanc
Sponsored by: Hannah Conover-Arthurs, Steven Warren, Connor Walker, Bruce Van Dieten, Dara Kennedy, Sean 
McClocklin, Kyle Hutton, Zachary Typhair, Nick Clayton, Karen Elaine Stos, Joshua Lopes, Michelle Petersen, 
Vernon Riediger, Priscilla Platt, Valerie Powell, Anne-Marie Cole, Adam Deutsch, Heather Ramsay, William Pegg

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS, the Green Party of Canada, Green Party of British Columbia, and Green Party of Vancouver have all made signing 
up for a membership free for people under a certain age.

WHEREAS, the Green Party of Ontario is committed in its constitution to participatory democracy including “giving young 
people a voice through educating, encouraging and assisting youth involvement in every aspect of political life including 
their participation in all decision making bodies.”

WHEREAS, The Green Party of Ontario is committed in its constitution to a respect for diversity including the recognition that 
“young people have distinct needs and modes of expression.”

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that By-Law 4.2.2 be amended to include people under the age of 29.
BE IT RESOLVED that By-Law 4.2.2 be amended to remove the clause concerning membership in a campus club.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Provincial Executive studies methods of implementation for free memberships for young people, 
including recording the date of birth of members.



INDEX
Policy Resolutions

Enhancing Protections in Consumer 
Contracts

AGM22P01

AGM22P02

p. 19

Reducing Microplastics in the 
Environment

p. 20

AGM22P03 Environment & Climate Change: 
Reducing Carbon Emissions

p. 21

AGM22P04

A Remedy for Developer Funded 
Politics

p. 22

AGM22P05

A Resolution to Allow Ontarians to 
Participate in the Formation of Their 
Energy Future

p. 23

AGM22P06

Sectoral Bargaining for the Gig 
Economy

p. 24

AGM22P07

Transitioning to Consensual 
Governance for Ontario

p. 25

AGM22P08

Policy Process Sunset Document

p. 26

AGM22P09

Ontario Provincial Parks No-Turn-
Away Policy for Touring Cyclists (and 
Hikers).

p. 27
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AGM22P01

Enhancing Protections in Consumer Contracts
Submitted by: Mark Wong
Sponsored by: Marlene Spruyt, Judith Graham, Erwin Dreessen, Wendy Tung, Bruce Van Dieten, Dara Kennedy, 
Vernon Riediger, Glenn Murray, Jessica Pellerin, Thaila Riden, Valerie Powell, Gabriel Blanc, Stacey Danckert, 
Fiona Jager, James Danckert, Madeleine Crist

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS subscription services employ delay practices to prevent customers from canceling  their service that sometimes 
exceed 4 hours of waiting on the phone.

WHEREAS the Consumer Protection Act of Ontario already states that the cancellation takes effect when the consumer gives 
notice, BUT do not protect the Consumer’s ability to give notice.

WHEREAS online contracts lack bargaining power and often contain non-negotiable provisions.

WHEREAS the ability to repair your own device is purposefully getting increasingly more difficult.

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario will regularly evaluate and update consumer contracts protections.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that consumer rights may include a Right to Repair, a Right to easily give Notice of Cancellation, 
and a Right to Data Privacy.
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AGM22P02
Reducing Microplastics in the Environment
Submitted by: Jessica Pellerin
Spronsored by:  Bruce Van Dieten, Judith Graham, Cara Des Granges, Erwin Dreessen, Andrew Pollock, Wendy 
Tung, Marsha Duncan, Dara Kennedy, Jim O’Reilly, Ryan Phillips, Cam Kilgour, Christine Elwell, Glenn Murray, 
Adam Lucci, Tim Grant, Thaila Riden, Valerie Powell, Larry Pinto, Gabriel Blanc, Vernon Riediger, Richard 
Schertzer, Michelle Petersen, Fiona Jager

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS, there is scientific evidence suggesting microfibre and microplastics cause harm to aquatic ecosystems; and,

WHEREAS, there is accumulating evidence that regulation of micro-waste throughout the value chain, including during 
general handling, transportation, and during disposal can play a key role in the management and containment of microwaste; 
and, 

WHEREAS, there are technologies in existence, such as washing machine filters which divert microfibres, which can 
significantly reduce effects on the environment.

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario, in addition to efforts to limit plastic production and use, would support 
implementing regulatory measures and the adoption of technology to reduce microfibre and microplastic emissions to the 
environment.
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Environment & Climate Change: Reducing Carbon Emissions
Submitted by: Larry Pinto
Sponsored by: Judith Graham, Erwin Dreessen, Andrew Pollock, Bruce Van Dieten, Glenn Murray, Thaila 
Riden, Robert DeJong, Robert Hatton, Vernon Riediger, Rizwan Khan, Fiona Jager, Rob Ramage, Crista Renner, 
Madeleine Crist, Stacey Danckert, Jim O’Reilly

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS the Values of the Green Party of Ontario include Ecological Wisdom and Sustainability;

WHEREAS reduction or elimination of GHG emissions from cargo aircraft reflect these values;

WHEREAS  airships are very fuel efficient and produce minimal or no GG emissions;

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support the introduction of new generation airships to replace Fossil 
Fuel intensive cargo aircraft operations to remote locations in Ontario and beyond.

AGM22P03
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AGM22P04
A Resolution to Allow Ontarians to Participate in the Formation of 
Their Energy Future
Submitted by: Donald J Cameron
Sponsored by:  Ormond Lee, Bill Johnston, Myrna Lee, Anita Payne, Bruce Williamson, Stephen Kotze, Sue 
Brandum, Mike Nickerson, Bobby Clarke, John Clarke, David Garcia, Marlene Spruyt, Guy Talevi, Thaila Riden, 
Robert Genier, Barb Purdy, Vernon Riediger, Richard Schertzer

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS unexpected dramatic increases in extreme weather events are intensifying an unease in the global population 
that could trigger the emergence of an urgent demand for more concrete action to fight climate change and thus trigger 
commitment to even higher emission reduction targets,

WHEREAS Ontario must effect emission reductions to do at least its fair share, and ideally more than its fair share given its size 
and economic strength, to contribute to the 2030 Canadian national emission reduction commitments,

WHEREAS the Ontario grid does not yet have enough inverter-based energy generation to trigger instability issues,

WHEREAS it is quicker, cheaper, and cleaner to deploy inverter-based energy generation than methane-fueled- or radioactive-
isotope-fueled- generation capacity,

WHEREAS Ontario has not yet deployed enough inverter-based energy generation to trigger the grid instability issues 
experienced by other jurisdictions, such as Australia, the EU, California, and New York to name a few, that have had to learn 
how to modify the grid to manage the instability issues created by increasing the percentage of wind- and solar-powered 
generation relative to coal-, methane-, radioactive-isotope- fueled generation,

WHEREAS Ontario has to increase the electricity generation capacity this decade to replace the loss of the Pickering Nuclear 
Plant being retired mid-decade, to replace the loss of nuclear generation capacity on a sequential, as well as overlapping, 
basis because of the Bruce and Darlington refurbishments, to fuel the potential rapid replacement of the Ontario Internal 
Combustion Engine fleet with an Electric Vehicle fleet, to fuel the replacement of methane-fueled space and water heating, 
to satisfy expected increases in energy demand for other reasons, and finally, to satisfy any residual emission reduction 
commitments not achieved by the foregoing actions,

WHEREAS the experience of other jurisdictions has shown that residential solar systems can contribute a very significant 
amount of the jurisdiction’s energy needs and these systems can be deployed quicker than large solar farms,

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would grant to Ontario electricity system customers the right, within 
the energy regulatory framework, and subject to conditions defined in the next clause, to connect residential distributed 
generation equipment to the distribution grid, to export the power produced by this equipment in excess of need, and to 
sell this exported power to other Ontario electricity system customers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would direct the Ontario electricity system regulators to mandate 
utilities to ensure that the connection of this residential distribution generation equipment to the grid is accommodated by 
suitable alterations to the grid, to be funded appropriately, such that the stability of the grid is maintained.
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AGM22P05
A Remedy for Developer Funded Politics
Submitted by: Guy Talevi
Sponsored by: Judith Graham, Paul Durber, Erwin Dreessen, Andrew Pollock, Marsha Duncan, Ernst Braendli, 
Johan Hamels, Dara Kennedy, Carolyn Herbert, Glenn Murray, Shelby Bertrand, Gabriel Blanc, Michelle Petersen, 
Vernon Riediger, Cecile Wilson, Eric Pisani, Gillian Walker, Steven Warren, Madeleine Crist, Peter Timusk, Nic 
Baird

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS working with municipalities is key to the success of the GPO Housing Strategy, but city councils are vulnerable 
to developer funded politics. Corporate contributions to election campaigns continue to enable undue influence with city 
councillors.

WHEREAS responsiveness to the challenges of housing and climate justice requires a city council working for the public 
interest.

WHEREAS campaign contributions need only be made public five months after Voting Day. For transparency, donations 
information should be available to voters, journalists and community organizations during the writ period, well before Voting 
Day.

WHEREAS GPO policy calls for a system of tax credits, but tax credits for provincial campaign contributions have enabled 
fundraising from corporations. Small donor public funding systems have been shown to yield more democratic results for 
municipal campaigns by encouraging candidates to fundraise among small donors.

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the fourth clause of motion 8.7.1. Municipal Election Financing will be replaced with:

• Donations information be made transparent and available before Voting Day

• Public funds be made available to encourage small donor fundraising
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Transitioning to Consensual Governance for Ontario
Submitted by: William Johnston
Sponsored by: Marlene Spruyt, Cecilia Ignatief, Mike Nickerson, Don Cameron, David Garcia, Linda Kulkarni, 
Ormond Lee, Judith Fox Lee, Anita Payne, Steve Kotze, John Clarke, Bruce Williamson, Roberta Clarke, Susan 
Brandum, Myrna Lee, Matthew Dever, Barbara Purdy, Michelle Petersen, Vernon Riediger

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS The Ontario Legislature practices the single party majoritarian form of democratic governance, a form which allots 
all executive power to a Cabinet made up of Ministers associated with a single party, often called the Government Party, and 
none to elected Members associated with any other party, and

WHEREAS the binary cybernetics (awarding all executive power to one party versus no executive power to any other) of the 
single party majoritarian system encourages polarization by rewarding effective partisan differentiation and the demonization 
of political opponents and ideas over consensus building and mutual respect among elected members, and

WHEREAS that binary assignment of executive power, that is, all to a Government Party and none to any other party, distorts 
the priority of all elected members of the Government Party by requiring successive Government Parties and their members 
to subordinate, from time to time and in ways that those Government Parties cannot publicly acknowledge, their desire for 
objectively effective and open good governance to measures that generate partisan advantage to maintain power because 
to govern, a party must be maintain total executive power (Membership in Cabinet), and 

WHEREAS that binary assignment of executive power, that is, all to a Government Party and none to any other party, distorts 
the priority of all elected members of Opposition Parties by requiring elected members of opposition parties to subordinate, 
from time to time and in ways that those Opposition Parties cannot publicly acknowledge, their desire to objectively and 
effectively hold the Government Party to account to frame their criticism of the Government Party more for partisan advantage 
over objective criticism, and

WHEREAS both the sometimes all too obvious but unacknowledged partisan advantage of some some Government 
Party policy, program and project choices and the sometimes all too obvious but unacknowledged partisan advantage of 
Opposition Party criticism place both politicians of all parties and the process of democratic governance into disrepute in 
the collective mind of the electorate,

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario, will propose and support measures that promote the sharing of executive 
power, that is, the formation of a multiparty consensual Cabinet, including Members from all parties prepared to work 
together, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario will propose and support measures designed to facilitate the 
objective presentation of alternative measures, policies, programs and projects, and the objective assessment of their 
implementation.

AGM22P06
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AGM22P07
Sectoral Bargaining for the Gig Economy
Submitted by: Sandy Crawley
Sponsored by: Judith Graham, Dara Kennedy, Ryan Phillips, Glenn Murray, Rose Janson, Lucia Iannantuono, 
Gabriel Blanc, Louise Cohen, Vernon Riediger, Karen Farley, Blair Robertson, Kyle Hutton, Nicki Ward, Rizwan 
Khan, Fiona Jager, Madeleine Crist

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS traditional industrial labour unions have struggled for decades to organize the self-employed. The transportation 
sector offers a prime example. During the 1990s the United Steel Workers briefly represented taxi drivers in some cities 
in Canada. This experiment cratered very quickly. The reason is that traditional labour organizing is fixated on employee/
employer polarity that limits substantial organizing to one company at a time.

WHEREAS sectoral bargaining (as exemplified by unions in the Canadian entertainment sector) is characterized by convening a 
“council of employers” (represented by their professional association) to sit across the table from self-employed independent 
contractors (represented by their union). The resulting “scale” agreements establish minimum standards of compensation and 
working conditions while maintaining the advantages of independent contractor status relating to competitive advantage, 
tax status and freedom of choice.

WHEREAS it is a relatively simple concept that has been effective through the mechanism of “voluntary recognition”. Successful 
deployment in the broader so-called Gig Economy will require legislative change. One vulnerability of the approach is that, 
at least in the context of organized professional performers, our agreements have operated under a regime of voluntary 
recognition. The current climate of corporate predation may not allow this concept to gain purchase at this point in time. That 
ought not delay the GPO from developing a comprehensive approach to replace the hidebound and ineffective efforts of the 
labour movement establishment that have slowed progress on this issue that is hampering an entire generation of workers 
in Ontario and is a factor in their apparent disinterest in party politics.

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario immediately convene an expert committee in order to develop an approach 
to sectoral bargaining that will enable self-employed independent contractors to organize themselves in Ontario. Further 
that the GPO draft legislative language to be brought forward in the current term.
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AGM22P08
Ontario Provincial Parks No-Turn-Away Policy for Touring Cyclists 
(and Hikers)
Submitted by: Valerie Powell
Sponsored by: Judith Graham, Bruce Van Dieten, Dara Kennedy, Glenn Murray, Thaila Riden, Julie Barker, 
Gabriel Blanc, Jamie Powell, Michele Petersen, Louise Cohen, Heather Adams, Vernon Riediger, Tim Grant, 
Arleigh Luckett, Rosalind Cleland, Stacey Danckert, David vanAlstyne, Rizwan Khan, Mats Vakleef

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS GPO promotes active transportation, and

WHEREAS Cycling is a low carbon transportation method and cycle touring supports local tourism particularly in rural 
communities, and 

WHEREAS cyclists are resourceful and want to share the world with minimum impact on the environment, and

WHEREAS other provinces, states and countries are becoming more supportive of every level of cycling,  Ontario is a well-
known challenge among long distance cyclists. One of the deterrents is the availability and cost of accommodation. They 
cannot even count on staying at one of our provincial parks and due to the distance to other possible accommodation, they 
are tired and left with few options as evening approaches, and  

WHEREAS Ontario could better accommodate touring cyclists, even encourage cycling tourism and be a leader in Canada.  
Whereas Ontario Parks could create the policy and set the rate and time of use as cyclists do not require the space or 
amenities of vehicle campers and usually need safe accommodation between 5pm and 8am.

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would ensure that Ontario Provincial Parks have a no-turn-away policy for 
touring cyclists and hikers.
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Sunsetting Policy Motion
Developed  by: Policy Committee
Sponsored by: The Policy Committee (Stacey Danckert, Fiona Jager, Rizwan Khan, James Mihaychuk)

AGM22P09

PREAMBLE
WHEREAS policies that are at least 3 years old are considered by the Policy Committee for removal. 

WHEREAS those that are outdated or redundant with other policies are removed. 

WHEREAS those policies or policy statements that are overly complex, or have redundant portions are amended.

WHEREAS the remaining policies or policy statements are kept untouched.     

MAIN MOTION
BE IT RESOLVED That the following policies be sunsetted (removed):

• 7.1.2. Inclusionary Housing
• 12.3.1. Renewable Energy Generator Rebate
• 12.3.3. Hydro Quebec

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following policies be amended:

• 3.15.4. Healthy food access
• 3.5. Sustainable Farming and Food Production
• 3.7. Integrated Pest Management
• 3.9. Topsoil Preservation
• 9.5 Sustainable Economy
• 12.2.1. Improving Energy Efficiency and Conservation
• 13.4. Improvement of environmental assessment and renewable energy approvals
• 22.3. Expanding Green Tourism in our Cities
• 23.2. Active and Public Transportation
• 17.5. Health Care: Health Promotion
• 17.7. Early Health Strategy
• 17.8. Mental Health and Addiction support
• 17.14. Dying with Dignity
• 17.17. Ban Phthalates in Toys
• 17.8. Aboriginal Access to Dental Care
• 7.10. Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
• 17.721. Presumed Consent Organ Donation
• 17.23. Personal Support Worker Protection
• 18.10.7. Available Housing for All
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7.1.2. Inclusionary Housing

Reason for removal
Overly specific in pricing, and clause 1 is covered in 7.1.4

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports province-wide inclusionary zoning legislation that  would 
require developers to build mixed communities that include a mandated minimum percentage of affordable housing 
units;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would decrease development levies and taxes for affordable 
house construction.

__________________

12.3.1. Renewable Energy Generator Rebate

Reason for removal
Outdated and similar representation elsewhere

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would accelerate the generation of electricity from renewable energy 
by encouraging homeowners, the largest segment of electricity consumers, to take advantage of net-metering (where 
a meter records the amount of electricity consumed and the amount of electricity produced by a renewable energy 
generator such as a wind turbine, and the consumer/producer pays the difference) and become Consumer/Producers 
by providing a rebate of 25% of the cost of purchasing and installing an electric renewable energy generator to a 
maximum of $5000.

__________________

12.3.3. Hydro Quebec

Reason for removal
Overlapping with 12.3.2

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that Ontario import as needed electricity as needed from Quebec using existing hydro dams and 
existing transmission lines and invest in new transmission infrastructure to import the electricity from existing Quebec 
hydro dams as a critical component of our transition to a carbon neutral, non-nuclear, energy future.
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3.15.4. Healthy food access
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 3.15.4. Healthy food access would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would ensure equitable access to nutritious food for all people in 
Ontario.

Reason for amendment
Improved language and refocus on equity

Existing Policy (first paragraph)
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would increase access to healthy food to persons and families on low 
incomes by granting food allowances and tax credits, with an emphasis on food that is produced locally, sustainably and 
ethically;

__________________

3.5. Sustainable Farming and Food Production
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 3.5. Sustainable Farming and Food Production would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would adopt a Food and Farming strategy for the development and 
support of the economic, social and ecological sustainability of farming and food production in Ontario;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any such Food and Farming strategy shall be developed in consultation and cooperation 
with First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would set aggressive targets for the purchase of products 
from Ontario farms by the Province and MUSH sector (municipalities, colleges, universities, school boards and hospitals);

Reason for amendment
Clarify and remove duplicate ideas represented in 3.8 and 3.15.2

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would adopt a Food and Farming strategy for the development and 
promotion of profitable and sustainable farming and food production in Ontario with, at minimum, the following 
objectives:
• To identify provincially-significant farmland on which farming would be regarded as the highest and best use;

• To facilitate the production of food for consumption in Ontario;

• To facilitate the retention of family-owned farms, farming by experienced farmers among new Canadians, and the 
succession of farms to a younger generation of farmers;

• To set aggressive targets for the of products from Ontario farms by the Province and MUSH sector (municipalities, 
colleges, universities, school boards and hospitals);

To invest in rural infrastructure supporting packaging, processing, storage and distribution facilities for Ontario produce.
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3.7. Integrated Pest Management
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 3.7. Integrated Pest Management would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would encourage organic and biodynamic methods for agricultural and 
urban pest management.

Reason for amendment
Update

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would encourage Integrated Pest Management.

__________________

3.9. Topsoil Preservation 
.

BE IT RESOLVED that policy 3.9. Topsoil Preservation would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support strict regulations on the removal and sale of topsoil.

Reason for amendment
Revise to reflect Repealed Act

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would tighten the regulation of topsoil removal and sales on a provincial 
and administrative basis according to the Topsoil Preservation Act.

__________________

9.5 Sustainable Economy
.

BE IT RESOLVED that policy 9.5 Sustainable Economy would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would advocate fiscal policies that foster an ecologically sustainable and 
circular economy that supports  businesses, green jobs, preserves ecosystems and biodiversity, conserves resources for 
other species and future generations, and ensures a high quality of life and basic economic equity for all.

Reason for amendment
Clarifying policy

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would advocate fiscal policies that foster ecologically sustainable 
businesses, green jobs, preserve ecosystems and biodiversity, conserve resources for other species and future 
generations, and ensures a high quality of life and basic economic equity for all.
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12.2.1. Improving Energy Efficiency and Conservation
.

BE IT RESOLVED that policy 12.2.1. Improving Energy Efficiency and Conservation would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would mandate optimal achievable clean standards for new goods, 
structures and materials. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would introduce minimum clean standards for, and the 
eventual phase out of, existing fossil-fueled goods and structures including a buy-back incentive  program for products 
being retired.

Paragraphs 2-5 unchanged become paragraphs 3-6

Reason for amendment
Increase clarity: Paragraph #1 becomes paragraph #1 and #2

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would work to create stricter standards of energy efficiency for motor 
vehicles, housing construction, and household appliances. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that education and training in elementary, secondary, and post-secondary institutions shall 
include energy efficiency and conservation of energy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would implement an education program on the need for 
conservation of energy and understanding full cost accounting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would undertake energy retrofits of all public buildings 
and would provide incentive programs for homeowners, landlords and businesses for energy retrofits for those in 
demonstrable need.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would require mandatory energy labelling for residential and 
commercial buildings.

__________________

13.4. Improvement of environmental assessment and renewable energy approvals
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 13.4. Improvement of environmental assessment and renewable energy approvals would be 
amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would improve environmental assessment and renewable energy 
approvals to better incorporate community participation and ownership

Reason for amendment
Revise to reflect Repealed Act

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would improve environmental assessment and renewable energy 
approvals under the Green Energy and Green Economy Act to better incorporate community feedback and community 
health assessments, and undertake sustainability assessments on policies, plans and programs to ensure a higher 
sustainability test for large government and commercial proposals.
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22.3. Expanding Green Tourism in our Cities
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 22.3. Expanding Green Tourism in our Cities would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support ecotourism and sustainable tourism to urban and rural 
communities.

Reason for amendment
Simplify and condense

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would bring ecotourism to our own urban communities; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a website would be created specifically linking all ecotourism activities in the province, 
and would especially focus on urban ecotourism enterprises;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would introduce Green Tourist Guides allowing locals and 
visitors to find and support businesses and venues which promote Green Tourism goals;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that treating new Green Collar jobs in the province’s tourism and recreation industries. 
Supporting local small businesses which promote Green Tourism through tax and other incentives in all Ontario 
communities.

__________________

23.2. Active and Public Transportation
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 23.2. Active and Public Transportation in our Cities would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would work with municipalities to develop a planning strategy that 
integrates places of work, living and recreation, and improves their accessibility through active transportation.  

Clause 2,3,4,5 remain unchanged

Reason for amendment
Remove OMB and incorporate 6th clause in 1st

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would seek to have municipalities and the Ontario Municipal Board 
encourage the location of places of work, living and recreation closer together.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would promote safer walking, safer cycling, and accessibility 
for persons with disabilities through province-wide improvements to signals, signage, road markings, traffic calming, 
introduction of bicycle lanes and paths, and improved sidewalks.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would devote at least 1% of the Ministry of Transportation 
budget to a fund for municipalities to use to support pedestrian infrastructure.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would devote at least 1% of the Ministry of Transportation 
budget to a fund for municipalities to use to support cycling infrastructure.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would provide tax incentives to employers and employees for 
living-where-you-work, active transportation, and the regular use of public transportation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would require municipalities to plan for sufficient density 
around any rapid transit stations to be developed with provincial funding so that the new infrastructure will be 
economically sustainable.
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17.5. Health Care: Health Promotion
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.5. Health Care: Health Promotion would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would establish health promotion as a strategic priority, using a 
social determinants of health framework as a guide when considering how a broad range of social, economic and 
environmental factors affect health 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green party of Ontario would address system-level inequities that limit the availability 
of health-promoting lifestyle options for some groups. This includes but is not limited to access to affordable housing, 
education, green spaces, parks and recreation, affordable healthy foods, and safe supply.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support evidence- based preventative healthcare. 

Reason for amendment
Improve language, and add info re systemic inequities

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would establish health promotion as a strategic priority, delivering 
adequate equitable and predictable funding,  investing in urban and rural community level education campaigns and 
resources to promote healthy behaviours and reduction of risk factors,  including but not limited to: nutrition literacy, 
exercise, self-care, coping skills and stress management, workplace safety, infection control, and avoiding substance 
misuse;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that public health programs designed to promote healthy behaviours and reduce risk factors, 
such as smoking, alcohol consumption and addictions would be fully funded if shown to be cost-effective;

__________________

17.7. Early Health Strategy
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.7. Early Health Strategy would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that a woman’s right to breastfeed in public would be protected;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the World Health Organization’s Code of Marketing of breastmilk substitutes would be 
enacted as legislation in Ontario to protect women and their babies from misleading advertising;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GPO would support the provision of consistent, equitable prenatal education and 
postnatal support .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that hospitals and birthing centres would be required to satisfy the “baby-friendly hospital” 
guidelines of the World Health Organization and UNICEF. 

Reason for amendment
Support women in whichever choice they make

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that women would be encouraged to breastfeed by providing all prospective parents with accurate 
information on the advantages of breastfeeding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would provide public education about the benefits of 
breastfeeding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a woman’s right to breastfeed in public would be protected;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the World Health Organization’s Code of Marketing of breastmilk substitutes would be 
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enacted as legislation in Ontario to protect women and their babies from misleading advertising;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that hospitals and birthing centres would be required to satisfy the “baby-friendly hospital” 
guidelines of the World Health Organization and UNICEF;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that prenatal education and post-natal support would be provided;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would provide education to parents and children about 
making healthy living choices through improved prenatal classes, increased physical education in schools, and greater 
collaboration between daycares and local parks and recreation programs.

__________________

17.8. Mental Health and Addiction support
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.8. Mental Health and Addiction support would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would undertake to provide a comprehensive mental health strategy 
for Ontario residents across the lifespan with the aim of promoting prevention and early intervention as well as prompt 
access to specialized assessment and treatment services as required;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario’s strategy would focus on public education, healthy 
behaviours, reducing stigma, eliminating, where possible, risk factors, building system capacity and effectiveness 
through implementation of proven approaches at the individual, family and community levels.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports an increase in expenditures for mental health and 
addiction supports and services in the healthcare budget to reflect the burden of disease of mental health and addictions 
so that patients can obtain the appropriate treatment to support their recovery; and. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would undertake a review of the processes and procedures 
related to mandated care in order to align with Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. 

Reason for amendment
Additional Clause
Remove clause 4 because of overlap with clause 3
Remove clause 5 because overly specific and overlaps with clause 3

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would undertake to provide a comprehensive mental health strategy 
for Ontario residents across the lifespan with the aim of promoting prevention and early intervention as well as prompt 
access to specialized assessment and treatment services as required;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario’s strategy would focus on public education, healthy 
behaviours, reducing stigma, eliminating, where possible, risk factors, building system capacity and effectiveness 
through implementation of proven approaches at the individual, family and community levels.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports an increase in expenditures for mental health and 
addiction supports and services in the healthcare budget to reflect the burden of disease of mental health and addictions 
so that patients can obtain the appropriate treatment to support their recovery; and. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports a publicly funded program that enables better 
access to psychotherapy through various service modalities; and.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports using a portion of the proceeds from legalized 
cannabis sale to finance additional mental health and addiction programs in the province.
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17.14. Dying with Dignity
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.14. Dying with Dignity would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would ensure facilities and services sufficient to provide timely access 
to medical assistance in dying (MAID) to any qualifying persons in Ontario. 

Reason for amendment
Federal MAID law covers this, so simplifies.

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports would bring forth legislation that allows states that the will of 
an  adult, with the capacity, to consent to must be respected the right to assisted death that is either imminent or to occur 
at a future date. principally by his right to autonomy. This rule applies even if refusal or cessation of treatment leads to 
death.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that eligible patients will have an incurable illness and be in an advanced state of a clinically 
irreversible decline;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that eligible patients will also have to be in continuous and severe physical and/or 
psychological pain that is unresponsive to currently available treatment modalities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a terminally ill adult patient, who is of sound mind, may request continuous palliative 
sedation that will lead to death.

__________________

17.17. Ban Phthalates in Toys
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.17. Ban Phthalates in Toys would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would seek to ban toxins, including mutagens and teratogens, from toys 
and other products used by children, working as required with federal regulators. 

Reason for amendment
Replace with a general statement about protection of children from toxins and sources of genetic damage

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would call for a ban of phthalates and Bisphenol A in baby bottles and 
toys designed for children under the age of 5.

__________________

17.18. Aboriginal Access to Dental Care
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.18. Aboriginal Access to Dental Care would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario, in consultation and cooperation with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
leaders, would ensure equitable access to dental care and dental health promotion for Indigenous peoples of Ontario, 
working as required with the federal government. 

Reason for amendment
Comment 1: the weakness of the wording opens up the GPO to accusations of systemic racism. Why is the call to action 
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not to eliminate the gap, or to fulfill all related healthcare needs? This reads like “reduce the gap, don’t fix the problem”.

Comment 2: The Policy Book should probably settle on the terminology “First Nations, Metis, and Inuit” for first peoples 
throughout. An exception would be in reference to the Constitution Act 1982, where the term used in law is “Aboriginal”.

Comment 3: The policy should adopt the language “in consultation and in cooperation with” to use the same language 
as the UNDRIP.

Comment 4: An editorial review could be an opportunity to consult with Indigenous leadership.

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario, in partnership with aboriginal Ontarians, would work to close the gap 
between aboriginal and non-aboriginal Ontarians’ dental decay rates by improving access to dental care and through 
dental health promotion.

__________________

7.10. Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 7.10. Sexual and Reproductive Health Services would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support and expand access to community-based reproductive 
and sexual health clinics including abortion care;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would ensure that programs are based on scientific evidence 
and best practices, and are inclusive of all genders, orientations, abilities, ages and cultures and are sex positive and 
value sexual and gender diversity. 

Reason for amendment
Shift policy to support of sexual health 

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would support family planning clinics based in the community;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would stress sex education that puts sex into a biological, 
emotional and social context with emphasis on respect and responsibility;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would fund research to develop effective and safe methods 
of birth control for both men and women.

__________________

17.21. Presumed Consent Organ Donation
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.21. Presumed Consent Organ Donation would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would advocate for a presumed-consent organ and tissue donation 
system in the Province of Ontario. 

Reason for amendment
Reduce to just the first BIRT paragraph, leaving out particulars that can change over time.
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Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would amend the Trillium Gift of Life Network Act and any other 
legislation as need be, to implement a soft presumed consent—or opt-out—organ and tissue donation system;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this amended law would only apply to Canadian citizens who were ordinarily resident in 
Ontario for at least one year immediately preceding their death;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for greater certainty, a resident of Ontario can still register their consent to be an organ 
and tissue donor either with the Trillium Gift of Life Network, in a proxy directive (i.e., a Continuing Power of Attorney for 
Personal Care) or in a valid will, in which case their consent will be binding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this amended law would also apply to citizens of jurisdictions with similar legislation, but 
will not apply to those citizens who have registered a refusal for transplants;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if a resident of Ontario, to which this presumed consent law applies, dies in another 
province/state/country, a transplant of their organs and tissue can take place in that jurisdiction, unless that person 
registers their refusal to consent with the Trillium Gift of Life Network, in a proxy directive (i.e., a Continuing Power of 
Attorney for Personal Care) or in a valid will;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional resources would be provided to hospitals to be able to discuss the benefits 
of organ donation with family members of an immediate potential donor; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that within 5 to 10 years after implementing a soft opt-out donation system, the Government 
of Ontario would review the system to look at transitioning to a hard opt-out system that may or may not include a 
process for families to seek a quick injunction to prevent transplants from a dying family member who did not register or 
express in writing either their consent or their refusal for transplants.

__________________

17.23. Personal Support Worker Protection
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 17.23. Personal Support Worker Protection would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports designating the Ontario Personal Support Workers Association 
(OPSWA) or its designated successor agency as the self-governing regulator for personal support workers (PSWs) in the 
Province of Ontario. 

Reason for amendment
Comment: reduce to just the first paragraph. Make the intent of the text more clear. Consider that the OPSWA could 
split into two organizations with the implementation of this policy statement, that is, a PSW advocacy organization and a 
separate regulatory body.

Background: https://ontariopswassociation.com/about/

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario supports designating the Ontario Personal Support Worker Association 
as the self-governing regulatory body of PSWs in Ontario; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that membership within the Association will be required in order to work as a PSW in Ontario.

https://ontariopswassociation.com/about/
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18.10.7. Available Housing for All
BE IT RESOLVED that policy 18.10.7. Available Housing for All would be amended to state: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would commit to end homelessness and increase affordable housing 
options for Ontarians;
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would work with all levels of government to increase affordable 
housing supply through financial support, leases of public land, and loan guarantees to non-profit and co-op housing 
providers. 

Reason for amendment
Simplified and updated

Existing Policy
BE IT RESOLVED that the Green Party of Ontario would take the following steps to end involuntary homelessness in 
Ontario:
• Pressure the Federal Government to live up to international agreements, which Canada signed decades ago, which 

define shelter as a basic human right. We will insist that the Federal Government provide funding for a national 
housing program.

• Initiate a province-wide study to determine all suitable surplus property held by the Province and Municipalities, 
with the intention of leasing (at slightly lower than market rates) to non-profit housing providers, community groups 
or co-operatives, who can demonstrate the ability to renovate existing buildings, or build new affordable housing 
units, independent of any further Provincial Government funding. Of course, communities require land for uses 
other than residential, and these needs shall be provided for, where public land is available, and suitable.

• Provide government loan guarantees and small grants to non-profit groups as seed money needed to assist the 
development of Housing Co-ops, co-housing and shared accommodation facilities.

• Provide adequate funding to municipalities to build temporary shelter facilities.

• Ensure that all forms of residential buildings are taxed at an equal rate; ensuring that any savings to multi-tenant 
facilities would be passed on to tenants.



GREEN PARTY OF ONTARIO | 2022 CONVENTION 39

FLOOR PLANS
Chelsea Hotel, Toronto

SECOND FLOOR

THIRD FLOOR



NOTES
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Credits: landscape photos by John Pingree, Jan Raymond and Rick Nesbitt. 

Connect with us
Call us at 1.888.647.3366
Email us at admin@gpo.ca
Or visit us at gpo.ca

You can also check us out on social media platforms.

Authorized by the CFO of the GPO

http://www.gpo.ca
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